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OVERVIEW 

This document describes the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS) protocol for determining the 
availability of driver front and side airbags and advanced driver seat belt features in motor vehicles with a gross 
vehicle weight rating (GVWR) of 10,001 lb or more. These occupant protection features reduce occupant injury 
and fatality risk in vehicles 10,000 lb or less (Kahane, 2015; Kahane et al., 2024) and are typically standard 
equipment. The features are not typically standard equipment on all vehicles with a GVWR of 10,001 lb or 
more. 

OCCUPANT PROTECTION FEATURE ASSESSMENT 

Vehicles with a GVWR of 10,001 lb or more are assessed for standard or optional availability of driver front 
airbag, driver side airbag (curtain only or combination curtain and torso), driver seat belt load limiter, and 
driver seat belt pretensioner. Information about the availability of these features is requested from the 
manufacturer’s designated representative. Information supplied by the manufacturer is verified by examining 
the vehicle owner’s manual, labels or placards in the vehicle, and other information sources (e.g., manufacturer 
website, Part 565 submission). Destructive testing is not performed to determine feature presence. 

IIHS only retains summary information for publication. Any detailed data submitted confidentially are 
destroyed after a final assessment is completed. 

A checklist that may be used for documenting whether each feature is standard, optional, or not available for a 
vehicle is below. 

EXAMPLE FEATURE CHECKLIST 

Occupant protection feature Standard Optional Not available 

Driver front airbag    

Driver side curtain airbag only    

Driver combination side curtain and torso airbag    

Driver seat belt load limiter    

Driver seat belt pretensioner    
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